'BLACK LEGEND'. Extracts from my DIARIES. CHARLES IEPPER, one of the
Oxford contingent. We stayes at Mount Pleasant, the home of Dr and Mrs
Bernard 3chlesinger, the delishtful paremts of John Sclesinger. Note:
'TIM' is_the name by w ich his friends addressed Roberi Hardy.

19548

1st September. «... by 12.30 with John S(chlesinger) down to Kintbury
and to Moun¥ Pleasant. Hilary (schlesinger) in residence - and Lauaz,
the 'retainer', who is a gem.... It is a lovel  place.
3rd. ... at 9.30 with Dela, John and Hilary to BATH - see the costume g
place....after tea%ack at Mount Plaasant do my make-up tests: horrifving'. -
9th. ... Thefilming regins &dtmorrow... round to Ena Morgan' s to see, sort
and try on costumes.. ,
10th.First d=y's ahooting. Up very early, bre kfst, and then in morning
cycling scenes - 5t first very slow progress, la:ier improves, rut not nearly
finished schedule. Lunch at cafe in village and return to Mount Pleasant 2t
2.30. to put on my make-up. Called for about 4.3C to find very littlehas
happened. — Do séme of the final gallows scene. Alan ani John have a cquarrel
duriing thiseees
llth.Not being 'shot' today, all of which is the glea'ing scenes. Far behind
schedule.... .
12th. Early upfrom 9 to 10.45 put on my make-up. Filming late started but s=m
soon abandoned after a few showery shots ... after persuading Alan & John
that we must organise the camera team etc. Hope all will now go more uicklv.
13th. #11 day in the woods - In morning Tim and John (Marples) chiefly. In
aft I have to do a very guick make-up for theone-time 'Squire' seguence.lUntil
guite late and then in evening Alan and John do0 a hilarious ¢ urt-rodm scene
as Rarrister ani Judgee....
14th. Today very cold in morning on the beacon forshootimg remaining cyclist
scenes — and A an and John terribly slow — on till 2.0C. And in afternoon on to
the murder sequence. L“vely weather but cold later. To 'bar' before dinner and =
soon to bed. ;
15th. Up early and off on location wit" Alin and John. I make up while they do
their recce.- Poor weather in morrning and most of my stuff not filmed. Stay in
make-up all afternoon for schcolchildren scenes but I not filmed agzin ! -Alan

»ppears to be developing asthma e...
16th. lan in bed with asthma Tim Hardy directs morning scenes - 211X very gay
('old' meaning) and efficient. I do quarry scenes in affernoon. We complete
schedu,e and very pleasant atmosphere all round. - Alan has not gons down very
well with the company !
17th. Alan still bed-ridden in morning and Tim directs, but Alan does afternoon
scenes - the hxmEmEE hanging se uences - of course not completed! @fxz (Ritcht)
- the first 'rushes$' akk in the evening - and really -uite effec ive. The film
will probably be good after all -
18th.ealise situation between #lan and John is going to be tense ! My scenes ibx
bad weather in morning pass off 21l right, but the '29g' seguence in afternoon
ruined by John behaving like a sulky schoolgirl (Dela's remarks - and threat to
walk out prevented by Ena)... :
19th. 3ituatuon suddenly much better between A and J. - in mor:ing on the beaccn
and in afternoonm gallows ... — in eve some of us collect the projector and see
the rushes again - much less impressive, probably no longer a noveliy!
.20th. Gig scenes finished in morning in good weather. In aft on the Reacon in
freezing cold. At 5 adiourn to Ens's acd 6 to 8 start interior se uences - very
digficukt and slow. 8 do not go back after dinner at 10 to finish them ! To bed.

contd.



2/2

'BLAEK LEGEND'. Diaries (mine). Contd.

21st September, 1948. Inmrning on loam tion and go to Kintbury, tq@et petrol
etc. Return to ¥0ubt Pleasant to put make-up on, then “ear camera hasbroken
down! Sc John an: Alan up to London; Roger, Tim and I to NewburyX¥ & sece film
"Th e Nakedax City" - very good;ﬁfind I awatch for 'tracking', 'tilting', 'pans'
e+ to bed early. i

22nd. All up deliciously late - and John and Alan surprise us by reurning by 9.2
ex Londdn. 3 e some mekre 'rushes'. The they out while I do make-up. aftdrmron
shoot ing in wocds etc. i
24th. Barly up dter sleepless night,chat with Lauzma. (n location doing last
shots ih a.m. In afternocon still fwwling very 'hang-overy'; but leave by

the 6.45 with John Marples and Alan, reching London at 8.4%5.

1949

10th Janmzry. Resch tjie Schlesingers for lunch. All afternoon at the Village
Hall, INKPEN, setting up screen etc. and at 6.0, 8.0, and 9.30 we showed our fil
with great success. Party afterwards till late.

11th. Up lote and cuiet morning. Iy aft walk tc Kintbury & preparsetbe (cineka)
hall there. - seec the film tnrough for fun! - also at 6.30 ( reakdgwn 10T % hour
8.0 (ms atzpbbt) and 9.30. ...It really is good: Va2

énd Feb. ... in eve to Ceography Schoolsy wher: we show the film twice. The
Rector (of Limcomfollege - mine) at both Housed D .
3rd Feb.OXFORD =2gain: at 7.0 and 8.30. (SeeCr ‘papers )

17 March. Mother, Mrs 3mith, Jim, Dad, the Yates, to the First HOusgbf our
film 'Black Legend' in The House of Commons. .... Rack to the Schlesingers, and
nigkt there after party.

23 Yarch. ... in evenipgthe film again - at Inkpem.

20EIx
2030

6th March. THE WATERMEKLL THEATRE.

Charles lepper.
(Typed 20th Rebumuzpy 2011
s raight from my diaries)



