
'BLAUK Li lGENDf .  E:t t racts from rny ) IARIEi.  CHARTES IEPPER, one of the
Oxford  cont ingent .  We s tayes  " - t  Hount  P leasant ,  the  home c f  Dr  a .nd  Mrs
B e r n a r d  S e h l e s i n g e r r  t h e  d e l i ' , t r t f u 1  p a r e n t s  o f  J o h n  S c l e s i n g e r .  N c t e :
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l s t  S e l i t e m b e r .  . . . .  b ; r  1 2 . 3 O  w i t h - E [ n  S ( c h l e s i n g e r )  d o , + n  r l  K i n t b , : r y
a.nl  ho Moun$ Plea.;ant.  I i i  i  ary (  sch lesinger) in residenoe - and Laua,
t h e  f r e { a i n e r t ,  w h o  i s  a  g e m . . " .  I t  i s  a  l o v e l "  p l a c e .
3rL  . . .  a t  9 .30  w i th  : le la '  . robn anrL  l i i l a ry  to  IATH -  see  the  cos1 ' rme S
p la-e . . . .a f t€ f  te4 tack  a t  ldount  P leasant  do  my mFup tes tg :  hor r i f . v ing t .  -

_2 !h .  . . .  Thef i ln r ing  reg ins  t tmor ro iv . . .  ro r )nd  to  En, r .  i l o rganr  s  to  see,  sor t
a n d  L r y  o n  c o s t u m e : s . .
lOth .F i rs t  d - ry rs  ahoot ing .  Up very  ear1y ,  b re  k fs t ,  and then in  morn ing
oyc l ing  scenes -  a t  f i r s t  very  s lo ' , {  p rogress ,  la re r  tmprovesr  } -u t  no t  near ly
f inished schedule. Lunch at oafe in vi l lage and return to Mount Pleasant a.t
2 .30 .  to  pu t  on  my make-up.  Ca l led"  f io r  about  4 .3C to  f ind  very  l i t t lehas
happened. .  -  Do sbme o f  the  f i -na1 ga l lows scene.  A lan  anr  John have a  quar re l
n u r i i r r g  t h i s .  .  . .
l l t b . l V o t  b e i r : g  I  s h o t '  t o d a y l  a l l  o f  ' o i ' , i c b  i s  t f r e  g l e a . i n g  s c e n e s .  I ' a r  b e h i n d .
s c h e d u l e .  .  .  .
12 th .  Ear ly  upSnom 9 to  10 .45  pu t  on  my make-up.  F i lm ing  la te  sbq. r ted .  bu t  ns
soon aban ' loned a f te r  a  few showery  shots  . . .  a f te r  persuad ing  A lan  & John
tbat we must orgggigg the oamera tep,m etc.  Hope a.11 wi l l  now Eo more uickl- l r .
13t[. fi lfa;ilfn t[e wood.s - fn rnorning Tim 

".rr,1 "rol,r, (Marples) chief]y.-i;--
a f t  f  have to  do  a  very  qu ick  make-up fo r  theone- t ime f  S i ' tu i re r  ser r - lence. I . ln t i l
qu i te  la te  and.  t i ren  in  ever r ing  A lan  and John r lo : .  h i la r ious  c  u r t - rodm scer re
a s  l a r f k s t e r  a n , i  J s d g e . . . .

the  beacon fo rshoot i -mg remain ing  cyc l i s t
s low -  on  t i l l  2 .C.  An.C-  in  a f te rnoon on  to
but  co1{  la te r .  To  tb3" t  be fore  d j .nner  and r

l : th .  Up ear ly  and o f f  on  loca t ion  w i t '  A I  r ,n  and John.  f  rnake up  'n rh i le  the .1 '  6s
the i r  reo( 'e . -  Poor  weather  in  morn ing  and most  o f  mt i  s tu f f  no t  f i l rned.  S tay  in
make-up a l l  a f te rnoon fo r  scb . ,o lch i ld ren  scenes hu t  I  no t  f i lmed &g l . in  I  - l lan
. , p p e a r s  t o  b e  d e v e l o p i n g  a s t b m a  . . . .
15 th .  lan  in  bed w i th  as thma T im Hardy  d i rec ts  morn in$  scenes -  r11 l  very  gay

l toTa? mean ing)  and e f f i c ien t .  f  do  quar ry  scener  in  a f f ,e rnoon.  We comple le -
scbed.ure and very pleasant atmospbere al l  round. -  Alan has not gone doi l tn very
we l l  w i th  the  ccnpany I
Uth .  A Ian  s t i . l l  be t l - r idd-en  in  morn ing  and T im r l i rec ts r  bu t  A lan  does  a f te rnoon
';cenes - lhe hrg$i5g han,qing se uences - of  course not completedl &f,xc (ni totr t)
-  tbe  f i r - t  t rughe3 '  ahk  in  th r  even ing  -  and rea l ] -y  u i t , s  e f f 'ec  i ve .  The f i lm
wi lL  p robab ly  be  good a f te r  a l l  l -
l8 t f r . ;e31 ise  s i tua t ion  be tween A lan  an ,1  John is  go ing  to  

' ! re  
tense I  l f y  scenes  ibx

ba, l  weather in morning pass of f  alJ- r ight I  but the t , r .9gt se?uence in afternoon
ru ined by  John behav ing  l i ke  a  su lky  schco lg i r l  (De la ,s  remarks  -  anr l  th rea t  to
i^/alk out pre' . ,ented. by Ena) . . .
19 th .  i i i tua tuon sudden ly  much be t te r  be t r+een A and.T .  -  in  mor ' i ing  on  the  beacon
and in  a f te rnoona ga l lows .  . .  -  i -n  eve  some o f  us  oo l lec t  t re  p ro jec to r  and see
the  rushes  aga in  -  much less  impress ive ,  p robab l : , ,  no  lcnger  a  nove l ty l
2 o t h .  G i g  s e e n e s  f i r r i s h e d  i n  m o r n i r ' L g  i n  g o o d  w e e t b e r .  T n  a f t  o n  t h e  F e a o o n  i n
f reez ing  co ld .  A t  !  ad io r r . rn  to  Ens t  s  a .d .  5  to  B  s t " . r t  in te r io r  se  uences  -  ver ] /
di$f icukt an' i  s low, I  do not qo baclc after , l inner at 10 to f i .n ish tbem I To bed.

14 th .  Tod.ay  very  co ld  in  mor r r ing  on
$cenes - and A-an and John terr ibly
the  murd .er  sequence.  Lvve ly  weather
s o o n  t o  b e d .

contd .
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|BL&EK LEGENDT .  D ia r ies  (mine) .  Contd .

21gt  September r .  1948.  fn rorn ing  on  loo , t ion  and go  to  K in tbury ,  t {ge+ pe t ro l
etL' .  Return to ls0rrbt Pleasant tc put make-uir  on, thenlear caf lera has,broken
dgwnl Sc. Jo,rn an r Alan up tr  London; Roger,  Tim and I  to i , jewbury& & see f i lm
' fTh  e  Nakec l t  C i ty "  -  very  good;  f ind .  f  *a tch  fo r  r t rack ing t  r  t t i l t i ngr  r  rpansr
. . .  t o  b e d  e a r l y .
22nd. Al l  up del ioiously late -  : r .nd
ex Londin. S e some mhre I  rushesr .
shoot  ing  in  wor - rds  e tc .

John anrl Alan surprise us by rei lrning by j .2
Tbe they out  vrh i le  I  do make-up.  d t* r  @:eon

L . *

l a s t
by

24t t1 .  Ear l .y  up  e f f ,e r  s leep less  n igh t ;cha t  w i tb  lauaa.  C,n  Locat ion  do ing
shotg  ih  a .m.  In  a f te rnoon s t i l1  f r r r r l ing  very  'han ; { -overy f  ;  hu t  leave
the  5 .45  r r i th  John Marp les  an i l  A lan ,  rech isg  London a t  8 .45 .

1949
l0th Janaary: Re,.ch t f le :5ch1e.; ingers for lunch. Al l  af ternoon at the Yi l ia.gi i
Ha11r  IN fmNr  se t . i ; ing  up  screen e tc .  anr i  a t  6 .0 ,  B ,Or  &r r r i  ! . lO  r " re  showed.  our  f i1
with grea,t  succegs. Party aftervr, : , rd_; t i1L late.
l l th .  Up lMe en, l  ,u ie t  morn ing .  {4 )  a f t -  wa lk  tc  K ln tbury  &  preparer t , i re  (c ineha)
ha l l  iher€o  -  s€€  the  f i lm tn rouqh fo r  fun l  -  a lso  a t  6 .3O l6 reakcrg-wn ro r  *  hoqT i
8 . r 0  ( a s  a t s t b b l )  a n d  ! . 3 9 .  " . , I t  r e a l l y  i s  g o o d t  . , ) , t .
Znd.  f 'eU.  -  .  in  eve  to  Geography  schoo ls f * f , ' " * -  r r i i *show the  f i lm tw ice .  The

ffi!:i"l#":l*:i'"'l*=,Ti":iu"3.!;:' ts:ilffi ?mffi* I#",",,
1? Marcb .  Mother r  Mrs  , im i  bh ,  J im l  Dad l  the  Ya. tes- ,  to  the  F i r . : t  Housy 'o f  our
f  i " l m  t B l a c k  l e g e n d r  i n  T h e  l { o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s .  . , . .  a a c k  t o  t h e  S c h l e s i n g e r s ,  a r r d .
n i$b t  there  a f te r  par ty .

? ] le ry ! .  . . .  in  even igg t tbe  f : .1m aga in  -  a t  Inkpen.

&Qfrtx
2011

6th March. T}IE WATERMTTL TI{EATRE.

C h a r l e s  L e p p e r .
(Typecl 2cth Rbbuuayy 2O11

s ra igh t  f rom m-r i  d iar ies)


